Riddlesden St Mary’s C of E Primary School and

Nursery

Rooted in the Christian faith and embracing all within the
community, we encourage, enrich and enable everyone to be the
best they can be.

‘Go and do likewise.’

Luke 10:37




Oracy at Riddlesden St Mary’s

At Riddlesden St Mary’s Primary School, our oracy approach is built around flexibility and variety,
ensuring that all students have the opportunity to develop vital skills in a supportive and engaging
environment. We have a clear focus on helping our children to develop strong communication abilities, enabling
them to express themselves clearly, listen effectively, and engage thoughtfully in conversations. These skills are crucial
for their academic success and social development.

The strategies outlined throughout this document are part of a broader, evolving approach to oracy that
equips pupils to communicate confidently, listen attentively, and think critically in all areas of their learning.

The Bothered Curriculum

Hywel Roberts is an educator and author known for his work on teaching and learning, particularly
focusing on oracy (the ability to express oneself fluently and grammatically in speech). The concept of
‘botheredness’ within oracy refers to pupils engagement, enthusiasm, and emotional investment in the
learning process, particularly in speaking and communication tasks.

Embedding ‘botheredness’ into our bespoke primary oracy curriculum here at RSM, encourages children to
be more thoughtful, engaged, and willing to participate in oral communication activities. This approach
highlights the importance of emotional engagement and a sense of care in developing oracy skills,
suggesting that when children are genuinely interested and motivated (or "bothered”), they are more likely
to learn effectively and develop strong speaking skills.

Throughout school we use the terminology ‘Let’s say..." when conducting a typical oracy 'botheredness’
session.

Some strategies for embedding ‘botheredness’ into oracy lessons includes:

Personalised and Relevant Topics: Allowing pupils to choose or connect topics that are meaningful to them,
ensuring the discussions feel relevant and important to their lives. The scenario must include: people, a
place and a problem.

Active Participation: Encouraging all pupils to contribute and giving them a sense of ownership over their
learning. This might involve group work, peer feedback, and opportunities for every child to speak in a
variety of settings.

Emotionally Engaged Learning: Introducing scenarios where children have to express genuine emotions or
opinions, such as debates, role-playing, or storytelling. When pupils feel emotionally engaged, their
communication is more likely to be thoughtful and impactful.

Feedback and Reflection: Providing regular, constructive feedback on pupils’ communication skills, while
also allowing them to reflect on their own growth. This can help develop self-awareness and further
motivate pupils to improve their oracy skills.

Authentic Audiences: Providing opportunities for pupils to speak in front of an "authentic” audience, such
as their peers, parents, or local community, so they can experience the real-world value of effective
communication.

By embedding ‘botheredness’ into the oracy curriculum, teachers can foster an environment where pupils
are not only learning how to communicate, but also why it matters, making them more engaged and
motivated to develop their oracy skills.



Bloom’s Taxonomy

Oracy at RSM is closely linked to Bloom’s Taxonomy, as it helps scaffold the development of cognitive skills through
verbal communication. Bloom’s Taxonomy categorises cognitive learning into six levels, from basic recall to higher-
order thinking skills. Integrating oracy into our bespoke curriculum offer supports children at each level, fostering a
deeper understanding and mastery of concepts.

Examples of integrating Oracy through Bloom’s Taxonomy:

e Remembering: Teachers can encourage children to recall facts by asking them to summarise or retell
information orally.

¢ Understanding: Encourage children to explain their understanding of new topics, either through group
discussions or paired activities.

e Applying: Use verbal activities to help children apply knowledge in real-world contexts, such as discussing
how maths is used in everyday life.

e Analysing: Children can analyse texts or concepts by discussing them in detail, identifying themes, and
comparing different viewpoints in group work.

e Evaluating: Encourage debate and structured discussions where children assess the value or effectiveness of
different ideas or solutions.

¢ Creating: Have children collaborate in groups to create new works or ideas, such as writing stories,
designing projects, or proposing solutions to problems, and share them orally.

Bloom's Taxonomy

Produce new or original work
Design, assemble, construct, conjecture, develop, formulate, author

ate

Justify a stand or decision
ev a l u ate appraise, argue, defend, judge, select, support, value, critique

Draw connections among ideas
differentiate, organize, relate, compare, contrast, distinguish
experiment, question, test

analyze

Use information in new situations

execute, implement, solve, use, demonstrate, interpret
schedule, sketch

Explain ideas or concepts
classify, describe, discuss, explain, identify
report, select, translate

understand

Recall facts and basic concepts
define, duplicate, list, memorize, repeat



Key aspects of oracy in English include:

Active listening: Encouraging children to listen attentively and respectfully to others’ ideas,
opinions, and responses, fostering an environment of mutual respect and understanding.
Speaking with confidence: Helping children develop the ability to express their thoughts and
ideas clearly, whether through discussion, presentations, or storytelling, building their verbal
communication skills.

Use of appropriate vocabulary: Supporting children in using a wide range of vocabulary,
including topic-specific words, to articulate their thoughts effectively and enrich their spoken
language.

Explaining and justifying ideas: Encouraging children to explain their reasoning and thinking
behind answers or ideas, which deepens comprehension and promotes critical thinking.
Discussion and debate: Giving children opportunities to engage in structured group discussions
or debates, where they can express opinions, challenge others respectfully, and develop
persuasive speaking skills.

Role-play and drama activities: Using drama techniques like role play, hot seating, and freeze
framing to help children explore different perspectives, develop empathy, and express themselves
creatively.

Sentence stems and conversation prompts: Providing scaffolding tools, such as sentence
starters or conversation prompts, to help children engage more easily in conversations and
discussions, aiding their language development.

Building confidence in daily reading aloud: Encouraging children to read stories, poems, or
passages aloud, which helps improve fluency, intonation, and expression.

By focusing on these aspects, oracy in English enhances children’s ability to communicate effectively, both
in spoken and written forms, while developing their language, listening, and social interaction skills.

Key aspects of oracy in Maths include:

Mathematical vocabulary: Encouraging children to use and understand specific mathematical
terms (e.g., sum, product, angle, fraction) to help them express their reasoning clearly and
accurately.

Explanation and justification: Encouraging children to explain their thinking, methods, and
solutions out loud, which helps solidify their understanding and promotes deeper learning.
Collaborative discussions: Allowing children to engage in peer discussions, sharing different
methods and approaches to solving problems, helping them develop flexibility in their thinking.
Questioning and reasoning: Promoting the use of open-ended questions (e.g., “Why do you
think that is?” or “Can you prove that?”) to deepen mathematical reasoning and critical
thinking.

Mathematical storytelling: Using oral activities where children describe mathematical concepts
or solve problems verbally, helping them connect abstract concepts to real-world contexts
(Maths Strategy — tell me the story).

Problem-solving talk: Encouraging children to articulate their thought processes while working
through problems, highlighting key steps and connections between concepts.

Peer feedback: Providing opportunities for children to give and receive constructive feedback,
helping them refine their understanding and communication in maths.



Other ways within the curriculum we promote oracy
(not limited to these):

1. Picture News Integration

We integrate Picture News into our oracy curriculum to spark meaningful discussions, deepen
understanding, and encourage reflective thinking. Each week, students engage with a carefully selected
image that reflects real-world events, diverse perspectives, and thought-provoking themes. Pupils are
encouraged to express their opinions, ask questions, and listen attentively to the ideas of others. This
approach supports the development of speaking, listening, and reasoning skills.

2. Use of Mixed Ability Pairs

To ensure inclusive participation, we use mixed ability pairs during oracy activities. By pairing students
with varying levels of ability, we create opportunities for peer support, collaboration, and learning. More
confident speakers can model effective communication for others, while students who may need additional
help benefit from the encouragement and guidance of their peers. These interactions help strengthen
speaking and listening skills, while fostering a positive, supportive classroom environment.

3. Topic-Driven Curiosity Boxes

To ignite curiosity and promote inquiry-based learning, we introduce topic-driven curiosity boxes. These
boxes contain artifacts, images, or thought-provoking questions related to the current topic of study,
sparking discussion, exploration, and collaborative dialogue. Students are encouraged to share ideas, listen
to different perspectives, and ask thoughtful questions. This activity promotes engagement and supports
oracy development in a creative and hands-on way.

4. Broader Range of Approaches

While Picture News, mixed ability pairings, and curiosity boxes are key strategies in our oracy approach,
we recognize that oracy development is not limited to these methods alone. We continually explore and
incorporate a broad range of strategies to cater to the varied needs and interests of our pupils. These
include, but are not limited to, debates, role play, circle time discussions, group storytelling, peer
reviews, and interactive workshops. Each activity is designed to encourage students to engage actively in
speaking and listening tasks that foster both their social and academic development.

5. Developing Speaking and Listening Skills

Through all oracy activities, we focus on essential skills such as clarity of speech, argumentation,
questioning, active listening, and turn-taking. Pupils participate in structured activities to practice these
skills in a range of contexts, ensuring they become confident and thoughtful communicators. Reqgular
reflection on their progress allows students to set goals for their own development and celebrate their
growth as speakers and listeners.



