
Riddlesden St. Mary’s Primary School and Nursery – Nursery – Long Term Plan 

Nursery 
Sunflowers 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Focus Text Owl Babies 
We’re Going on A 

Bear Hunt 
Handa’s Surprise 
and Handa’s Hen 

Jack and The 
Beanstalk & The 
Enormous Turnip 

The Gingerbread 
Man & Three Little 

Pigs 

Dinosaurs in the 
Supermarket & 
Dinosaurs in my 

School 

Theme/Big 
statement 

I wonder what 
family looks like. 

 
Autumn 

 

I wonder where this 
journey will take us 

 
Christmas 

I wonder what my 
senses will 

discover 

I wonder what 
magic awaits us at 

the top of the 
beanstalk 

I wonder if a wolf 
can huff and puff 

I wonder if 
dinosaurs ever 

existed. 

Hook Family pictures Bear footprints 
 

Fruit tasting 
 

 
Discover some 
magic beans 

 

Trip to the farm 
Letter from a 

dinosaur 

Wows, Trips 
and Visitors 

Autumn walk Sensory bear hunt 
 

Visiting the forest 

Fruit tasting 
 

Visit to the Coop 

Planting seeds 
 

chicks 
 

Baking and cooking 
Trip to the farm 

 
 

Videos, pictures 
and letters to and 
from the dinosaurs 

Walks around the school grounds and along the canal will happen regularly throughout the year 

Important 
Dates 

Harvest 
Diwali – 24th 

October 

Bonfire Night - 5th 
November 

 
Remembrance Day 
– 11th November 

 
Christmas Party 

 
 

Chinese New Year 
– 29th  January 

 
Valentine’s Day – 

14th February 

Shrove Tuesday –  
4th Mar 

 
Holi Festival – 8th 

March 
 

Mother’s Day – 
 30th March 

 
Eid al -Fitr – 30th 

march  
 

Easter Sunday –  
20th April 

Eid – 6th June Father’s Day –  
15th June 

 
Eid 

Literacy Self-portrait 
drawings 

 

We’re Going on a 
Bear Hunt story 

map 

Shopping Lists 
 

Name Writing 

Writing letters to 
the chicks 

 

Adding features 
onto Gingerbread 

Men 

Writing letters to 
the dinosaur 
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Drawing who is in 
their family 

 
Large scale mark 

making 
 

Nursery Rhyme of 
the Week 

 
 

Laulau 

 
Repeated refrains 

 
Drawing their own 

bear 
 

Copying emergent 
writing patterns 

 
Sensory mark 

making 
 

Large scale mark 
making 

 
Nursery Rhyme of 

the Week 
 

Laulau 

 
Repeated refrains 

 
Favourite part of 

the story 
 

Copying emergent 
writing patterns 

 
Sensory mark 

making 
 

Large scale mark 
making 

 
Nursery Rhyme of 

the Week 
 

Sqwiggle while you 
Wiggle 

 
Laulau 

Easter Card Writing 
 

Name writing 
 

Identifying initial 
sounds 

 
Copying labels for 

their pictures 
 

Visit to a library 
 

Sensory mark 
making 

 
Large scale mark 

making 
 

Nursery Rhyme of 
the Week 

 
Sqwiggle while you 

Wiggle 
 

Laulau 

 
Farm recount 

 
Name writing 

 
Oral blending and 

segmenting 
 

Identifying and 
writing initial 

sounds 
 

Sensory mark 
making 

 
Large scale mark 

making 
 

Nursery Rhyme of 
the Week 

 
Sqwiggle while you 

Wiggle 
 

laulau 

Name writing 
 

Letter formation 
 

Identifying and 
writing initial 

sounds 
 

Sensory mark 
making 

 
Large scale mark 

making 
 

Nursery Rhyme of 
the Week 

 
Sqwiggle while you 

Wiggle 
 

Visit to a library 
 
 

Laulau 

Phonics Introduce rhyme 
time. 

 
Exploring sounds 

around us 

Little Wandle – 
Tuning into sounds 

 
s a t p i n m 

 

. 

Little Wandle 
Tuning into sounds 

 
d g o c k e 

 
Rhyme time 

Little Wandle 
Tuning into sounds 

 
u r h b f l 

 
Rhyme time 

 

Little Wandle 
Tuning into sounds 

 
J v w y z qu ch 

 
Rhyme time 

 

Little Wandle 
Tuning into sounds 

 
Ch x sh th ng nk 

 
Rhyme time. 
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Maths Number songs 
 

Match and Sort 
Colours 

Matching 
Sorting 
Pattern 

 
1,2 Buckle my 

shoe 
Number 1 
Number 2 

 

Number songs 
 

Match and Sort 
Colours 

Matching 
Sorting 
Pattern 

 
1,2 Buckle my 

shoe 
Number 1 
Number 2 

 

Number songs 
 

3,4 Knock on the 
Door 

Number 3 
Number 4 

 
5,6 Pick up Sticks 

Number 5 
Number 6 

 
Explore and 

Compare 
Height and Length 

Mass 
Capacity 

Number songs 
 

3,4 Knock on the 
Door 

Number 3 
Number 4 

 
5,6 Pick up Sticks 

Number 5 
Number 6 

 
Explore and 

Compare 
Height and Length 

Mass 
Capacity 

High 5! 
Number 

composition 1-5 
 

More than / fewer 
than 

One more 
One less 

 
Explore and 

Compare 
Shape 2D 

Time 
Positional language 

High 5! 
Number 

composition 1-5 
 

More than / fewer 
than 

One more 
One less 

 
Explore and 

Compare 
Shape 2D 

Time 
Positional language 

RE Harvest 
 

Diwali 

Christmas Chinese New Year Holi Festival 
 

Ramadan 
 

Easter 
 

Eid Al-Fitr 
 

 
 

Eid Al-Adha 

Godly Play – Noah’s Ark and The good Samaritan 



Riddlesden St. Mary’s Primary School and Nursery – Nursery – Long Term Plan 

Understanding 
the World 

Explore the seasons; spring, summer, autumn and winter as they feature though the year. 
Share stories that link to each season. 

A walk around the school grounds will be conducted for each of the seasons and changes will be observed and recorded. 
Edible playgrounds will be used to explore growing and caring for plants, vegetables etc 

Investigation Area 
Cooking opportunities 

Comparing Pakistan to the United Kingdom – create a scrap book using holiday photos. 

Family photos, 
baby photos – how 
have they changed, 

important events 
Leaf Man 

Autumn leaf 
exploration  

 
 Seasonal changes 

 
British Wildlife 

 

Polar animals and 
cold places. 
Melting and 

freezing 
 

Where might we 
find bears? 

 
 
 
 

Tasting different 
fruits and 

vegetables – 
exploring texture. 

 
 Meet a Shop 

Keeper 
Visit to the Coop. 

 
Where in the world 

is Handa from? 
Let’s explore Africa 

 
RSBP Great British 
garden birdwatch 

 
Exploring potatoes 

with Joel 
 

Growing beans 
 

Growing 
vegetables 

 
looking after our 

chicks  
 

Chick life cycle 
 

 

Baking 
Smelling different 
spices and herbs 
Creating our own 
kitchen garden 

outside 
 

Meet a farmer – 
Mobile farm 

experience to visit  
 

Fossil hunters and 
palaeontologists 

 
Exploring animal 

bones and human 
bones.  

 
Comparing 

dinosaurs to other 
animals 

 
World Ocean Day 

World Bee day 
 
 
 

Expressive 
Arts and 
Design 

 
 

Focus Artist: 
Jackson 
Pollock 

Exploring the paint 
easel and other art 
opportunities in the 

environment. 
Paint 
Chalk 

Pens/Pencils 
Collage 

 
Singing, rhyme and 

music: 
 

Painting with 
coloured ice: 

exploring what 
happens when Ice 

melts. 
Making mud paints 
Exploring different 

marks made by 
different natural 

materials – grass, 
mud, ice, water, 

sticks 

Fruit and Vegetable 
printing 

Painting with 
different spices; 

exploring sense of 
smell. 

Sand painting 
Cornflour mark 

making and 
painting. 

Sensory art / 
exploring textures. 

Vegetable / flower / 
leaf printing 

Sunflower painting 
– Van Gogh 

Singing, rhyme and 
music: 

Holi inspired 
powder paint 

Colour mixing – 
powder paints 

large scale art work 
Laulau 

Blowing bubbles to 
make prints, 

blowing paint with 
straws 

Painting with 
natural materials 
Colour mixing – 
powder paints 

Singing, rhyme and 
music: 

Introduce clay 
 

Large scale 
painting. 

Painting with 
different body parts 
– hand prints and 

footprints 
Dinosaur collages 
Colour mixing – 
powder paints 

Singing, rhyme and 
music: 
Laulau 



Riddlesden St. Mary’s Primary School and Nursery – Nursery – Long Term Plan 

 

 

Salt dough diva 
lamps 

 
Laulau 

Singing, rhyme and 
music: 

 
Laulau 

Colour mixing – 
powder paints 

Singing, rhyme and 
music: 

African art and 
patterns 
Laulau 

Laulau  
         clay 

 All teaching and learning in the Early Years is underpinned by: 

• The Prime Areas of Learning – C&L, PSED and MH 

• The Characteristics of Effective Learning – Playing & Exploring, Active Learning and Creating and Thinking 
Critically 

• The Guiding Principals – Unique Child, Enabling Environments and Positive Relationships. 


